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complete it, if any breath remained in him, pierced liis side with
a spear. They thought they saw water and blood flow, which was
regarded as a sign of the cessation of life.

John, who professes to have seen it,l insists strongly on this
circumstanca It is evident, in fact, that doubts arose as to the
reality of the death of Jesus. A few hours of suspension on the
cross appeared to persons accustomed to see crucifixions entirely
insufficient to lead to such a result. They cited many instances
of persons crucified, who, removed in time, had been brought to
life again by powerful remedies.2 Origen afterwards thought it
needful to invoke miracle in order to explain so sudden an end.8
The same astonishment is found in the narrative of Mark4 To
speak truly, the best guarantee that the historian possesses upon
a point of this nature is the suspicions hatred of the enemies of
Jesus. It is doubtful whether the Jews were at that time pre-
occupied with the fear that Jesus might pass for resuscitated ; but,
in any case, they must have made sure that he was really dead.
Whatever, at certain peiiods, may have been the neglect of the
ancients in all that belonged to legal proof and the strict conduct
of affairs, we cannot but believe that those interested here had
taken some precautions in this respect.5

According to the Eoman custom, the corpse of Jesus ought to
have remained suspended in order to become the prey of birds.&
According to the Jewish law, it would have been removed in
the evening, and deposited in the place of infamy set apart for the
burial of those who were executed.? If Jesus had had for disciples
only his poor Galileans, timid and without influence, the latter
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